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Worlds of Contradiction

WoC GradNet Lecture Series #4:
Labeling Theory in Language and Sexuality Studies
— Heiko Motschenbacher (Bergen)

DI112.11.2024, 14:00-16:00 | Grazer StraRe 4, Raum 0110

Moderation: Mx Gaul (Bremen), Jonas Trochemowitz (Bremen)

In his talk Heiko Motschbacher seeks to make a theoretical contribution to the field of
language and sexuality (Motschenbacher 2022). His goal is to use the sociological approach of
labeling theory (Becker 1963) to inform discussions in language and sexuality studies. On the
one hand, it is argued that labeling theory has certain advantages that make it a useful tool
for the analysis of language and sexuality (for example, its performative conceptualization of
language, its grounding in social interactionism, its view of deviance as socially produced, and
its ability to capture sexual normativity). On the other hand, it is pointed out that the approach
has some weaknesses in its original form that would need to be addressed to make it suitable
for studies on language and sexuality (its historical roots in the sociology of deviance, its failure
to cover norm-conforming labeling and labeler motivations, and its neglect of linguistic
insights). The importance of labeling in the field of language and sexuality is illustrated by a
discussion of earlier studies on sexual labeling (e.g. Karr 1978), with studies adopting a social
psychological perspective (e.g. Fasoli, Maass & Carnaghi 2015) and studies on self-labeling
practices (White, Moeller, lvcevic & Brackett 2018) playing a central role.

For questions and and digital participation contact trochemo@uni-bremen.de
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