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Seminar “Comparative Contract Law”  
 

By Tobias Pinkel and Christoph U. Schmid 

 
The seminar “Comparative Contract Law” will be a block seminar, which will take place on 

three weekends (Saturday/Sunday). 

The first weekend (14 and 15 November 2020), taught by Tobias Pinkel (University of 

Bremen), will start with an introduction to the comparative law methodology applied in this 

lecture call “Common Core Approach”. As the seminar is primarily addressed to students 

coming from civil law countries, a short introduction to the methodology of English law and 

to the English law of contract will follow during the first weekend. 

The second and the third weekend (28 and 29 November and 5 and 6 December 2020) will be 

“team teaching” seminars. Lecturers coming from different jurisdictions will give 

introductions to the basic concept of the private law system and the law of contract in their 

home countries. Those introductory lectures will be divided into three parts and are based on 

questionnaires. Therefore, the students will receive the same information about each legal 

system by the different lecturers. After every block of lectures, group work based on the 

common core approach will follow. I.e., under the supervision of the lecturers, the students 

will solve cases based on each jurisdiction introduced beforehand. Each group of students 

will, thereby, deal with only one jurisdiction. Thereafter, the solutions are presented. This 

allows for a functional comparative analysis of the different jurisdictions. 

Thereby, the students receive an overview of the law of contracts of many jurisdictions in 

Europe and beyond and, at the same time, get a first insight on how functional comparative 

law studies can be designed. 

 

Confirmed participating lecturers: 

Prof. Dr. Laurent Posocco, France 

Prof. Dr. Christoph U. Schmid, Germany 

Dr. Jason Dinse, USA 

Dr. Tommi Ralli, Finland  

Dr. Sorina Doroga, Romania 

Dr. Dilsen Bulut, Turkey 

Sofija Nikolic, Serbia 

Elena Guella, Italy 

Tobias Pinkel, Germany 

 

Further team-teaching lecturers will be confirmed soon. 

 

 

Exam requirements: 

 

Schlüsselqualfikation (3 CP): Students need to actively participate in the group assignments. 

 

Sprachnachweis Englisch (4 CP): Students need to solve one of the cases according to the 

common core methodology in English (1-2 pages). 

 

Grundlagenschein Schwerpunkt (9 CP): A comparative law research paper (15-30 pages) is 

required. The topic will be assigned individually. 

 

Erasmus students: Assignment depends on the CP required. 3, 4, 6, 9 or 12 CP can be 

assigned. 


