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Kew’s Scientific vision  

‘to document and understand global plant and fungal diversity and its 
uses….’  

 

 
. 



Kew’s Collections in Numbers  
Herbarium (7.5 M) & Fungarium (1.25 M)  

Living collections (+30,000 species)  

Millennium Seed Bank (+30,000 species; c. 2 
billion seeds)  

Over 40 open access science databases 

DNA and tissue bank (+42,000 accessions)  

DNA C-value (+7,000 species)  

Slide collections (+100,000 slides)  

Library (> 750,000 volumes), archives (250,000), 
artwork (> 175,000) , paintings, prints and 
drawings 

Hundreds of scientists visit each year 

Over 60 overseas plant collecting trips per year 

Exchange over 60,000 herbarium specimens and 
10,000 live plants and seeds each year 
 
 



The basic principle 

Acquire 
material/ 

information 
with PIC  

and MAT… 
document! 

Transfer 
In line  

with terms  
of 

acquisition
… 

document! 

Share Benefits 

Kew 

Keep terms 
linked 

(labels, databases, 
trained staff) 

 & use  
accordingly 
…document! 



Kew has developed: 
 
• A Policy on Access to Genetic 

Resources and Benefit Sharing 
 

• Guidelines for Staff Working on 
collecting, use and supply, and on 
working with Traditional Knowledge 
 

• An overseas fieldwork policy that 
ensures legal collection of genetic 
resources and associated traditional 
knowledge 

Kew’s ABS Toolkit 



 
• Policies and procedures on access to 

data, intellectual property, visitors 
etc. 
 

• Model agreements and clauses to 
ensure material and information is 
collected with PIC and on MAT, 
according to international, national 
and local legislation – we use 
bilateral agreements main tool to 
clarify relationships 
 

• Work with colleagues nationally and 
internationally to share experience 
and develop sector guidance 

Kew’s ABS Toolkit 



Model Clauses in Agreements 

 MoC 

3.5 RBG Kew may loan or supply the Material or any derivatives from the Material 
and the Transferred Data and the Transferred Images to other institutions for the purposes 
of scientific research or education, provided that such loan or supply is on terms which 
prohibit commercialisation. 
 

                  ABSA’s 
 
Donation agreements 
1. Terms of original acquisition: Please list on reverse or on a separate sheet if more appropriate, the terms and conditions under which the 

material or data was originally acquired and any additional restrictions on the future use of the donated material and data. 

  
1. Use of material by Kew: Kew may use the donated material as follows. It may be: 

• Made available for scientific study to Kew staff and authorised visitors; and/or 
• Used for the common good in the areas of education and public display; and/or 
• Sampled for pollen, spores, DNA, anatomical or cytological preparations and/or chemicals for scientific research purposes; and/or 
• Sent on loan, or further distributed, to other scientific institution(s) for further scientific research, on standard terms that prohibit 

commercialisation unless benefits are shared fairly and equitably with the country of origin of the material; and/or 
• Digitally imaged and published in botanical databases freely available on the internet. 

11.1 RBG Kew may loan and/or supply the Material and/or 
associated images and/or associated data [/Herbarium 
Material only] to a Third Party for the purposes of scientific 
research or education provided such Third Party signs a 
written agreement with RBG Kew prohibiting without 
permission Commercialisation of the Material and the 
further loan and/or supply of the Material and/or associated 
images and/or associated data [/Herbarium Material] by 
that Third Party. 
  



Supply - MSA 

Material is only supplied on 
terms and conditions 
consistent with terms of 
acquisition – and always 
using the departmental MSA 
 

Wording from MSA 
 
5. The recipient may only transfer the Material, its progeny or derivatives to a bona fide 
third party such as a botanic garden, university or scientific institution for non-
commercial use in the areas of scientific research, education, conservation and the 
development of botanic gardens. All transfers shall be subject to the terms and conditions 
of this agreement. The recipient 



Labels on specimens 

Think about how the 
collections are accessed 
and used – may need to 
add important restrictions 
to the actual specimen 
label 



Records management…. 
We have a range of records management 
systems (usually databases) to keep track of 
key ABS information, for instance: 
 

• PIC/MAT documents (agreements, 
permits, certificates of compliance)  

• the date of legal extraction of the 
material from the country of origin  

• the country of origin and the provider 
of the material 

• terms of use, including  any 
restrictions and benefit-sharing 

• any unique identifiers supplied with 
the material 

 
These databases need to link this core 
information to the material it covers, 
recording uses, transfers, links to 
publications and other outputs, and 
benefits shared. 
Staff need to be trained how to use them! 
 



What to do when it goes wrong? 

• Bilateral contracts just bind the two Parties 
• Limited ability to track material supplied  
• Risk management - Focus stricter terms on high risk genetic 

material (e.g. seed and living Material) 



New online Overseas Travel Procedure  







ABS Clearing House provides access to Codes of Conduct and guidelines within the Reference Records, under the heading Model Contractual 
Clauses, Codes of Conduct, Guidelines, Best Practices and/or Standards https://absch.cbd.int/search/reference-records/  

Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI), ABS Learning Modules for Botanic Gardens: https://www.bgci.org/policy/abs_learning/  

Bioscience at a Crossroads: Access and Benefit Sharing in a Time of Scientific, Technological and Industry Change Factsheets on Implementing 
the Nagoya protocol, The Agricultural sector, Botanicals, The Cosmetics Sector, The Food and Beverage Sector, Industrial Biotechnology 
and The Pharmaceutical Industry. https://www.cbd.int/abs/policy-brief/default.shtml/  

CBD Website provides links to a number of Codes of Conduct, guidelines and best practices at 
https://www.cbd.int/abs/instruments/default.shtml 

The Principles and Common Policy Guidelines on ABS for Botanic Gardens https://www.bgci.org/policy/abs_principles/ 

Consortium of European Taxonomic Facilities (CETAF), 2015, CETAF Code Of Conduct & Best Practices For ABS (Access & Benefit-Sharing) 
http://cetaf.org/taxonomy/publications   

Global Genome Biodiversity Network (GGBN), 2015, Best Practice for Access and Benefit-Sharing. Also GGBN Code of Conduct 
http://wiki.ggbn.org/ggbn/Documents 

International Plant Exchange Network (IPEN) Code of Conduct https://www.bgci.org/files/ABS/IPEN/IPEN%20Code%20of%20Conduct.doc 
(more information about IPEN can be found at https://www.bgci.org/policy/ipen/  

Union for Ethical Biotrade (UEBT), 2012, STD01 – Ethical BioTrade Standard 201 -04-
11.  http://ethicalbiotrade.org/dl/STD01_Ethical%20BioTrade%20Standard_2012.04.11_Eng.pdf  

Micro-Organisms Sustainable use and Access regulation International Code of Conduct (MOSAICC) - http://bccm.belspo.be/projects/mosaicc 
Includes:  MOSAICC Code of Conduct, with annexes Model MTA, Model PIC application form 
http://bccm.belspo.be/documents/files/projects/mosaicc/code2011.pdf 

Swiss Academy of Sciences Best Practice Guide on ABS - http://www.naturalsciences.ch/organisations/biodiversity/abs/goodpractice 

BBSRC guidance for researchers on obligations relating to the Nagoya Protocol: http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/about/policies-standards/good-
scientific-practice/ 

Royal Horticultural Society statement and working group on the Nagoya Protocol: https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/pdf/conservation-and-
biodiversity/conserving-garden-plants/Nagoya-Protocol-statement 

Plant Network UK resources on ABS: http://plantnetwork.org/meetings/conferences-meetings/Nagoya-protocol-plant-collection-responsibilities 

European Seed Association: https://www.euroseeds.eu/Nagoya-protocol 

 
 

  
  
  
  
  
 

Best practice guides and codes of conduct 

https://absch.cbd.int/search/reference-records/
https://www.bgci.org/policy/abs_learning/
https://www.cbd.int/abs/policy-brief/default.shtml/
https://www.cbd.int/abs/instruments/default.shtml
https://www.bgci.org/policy/abs_principles/
http://cetaf.org/taxonomy/publications
http://wiki.ggbn.org/ggbn/Documents
https://www.bgci.org/files/ABS/IPEN/IPEN%20Code%20of%20Conduct.doc
https://www.bgci.org/policy/ipen/
http://ethicalbiotrade.org/dl/STD01_Ethical%20BioTrade%20Standard_2012.04.11_Eng.pdf
http://bccm.belspo.be/projects/mosaicc
http://bccm.belspo.be/documents/files/projects/mosaicc/code2011.pdf
http://www.naturalsciences.ch/organisations/biodiversity/abs/goodpractice
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/about/policies-standards/good-scientific-practice/
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/about/policies-standards/good-scientific-practice/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/pdf/conservation-and-biodiversity/conserving-garden-plants/Nagoya-Protocol-statement
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/pdf/conservation-and-biodiversity/conserving-garden-plants/Nagoya-Protocol-statement
http://plantnetwork.org/meetings/conferences-meetings/Nagoya-protocol-plant-collection-responsibilities
https://www.euroseeds.eu/Nagoya-protocol


The Nagoya Protocol has led to 
increased media interest and scrutiny 
on researchers, botanic gardens and 
users of genetic resources. 
 
Many  academic publications now 
require proof of legal collection 
before publishing new 
descriptions/determinations. 
 
Bottom line – follow national law! 

c.williams@kew.org 
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