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Introduction to the
Workshop

Contemporary shifts in governance,
communication, and digital infrastructures
increasingly undermine traditional views of
the state as a unified, territorially bounded
entity, revealing instead a heterogeneous and
relational formation embedded in complex
networks. In this workshop, debates will
revolve around the configurations of the state,
not as a fixed subject, but as an evolving
effect of interactions, institutions, and
technological architectures.

Contributions will re-evaluate statehood
vis-a-vis interaction networks, dynamics of
fragmentation, digitally mediated regimes
dominated by private actors, exercise of
sovereignty in an unbalanced world, new
codifications of democracy in populist terms,
and human rights systems. Thus, the workshop
seeks to assess the many dimensions of
networked governance in shaping late modern
statehood, characterized by asymmetry,
multiplicity, and contested forms of authority.
These perspectives call for a revised
conceptual framework that effectively
articulates the reconfiguration of statehood
within the multifaceted environments of
contemporary network societies.
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21 May 2026: Workshop

10:00-12:00 Sessionl:
Network Governance and
Transformation of Statehood

From Sovereignty to Networks:
The Reconfiguration of the State
in Digital Infrastructures

Ramon Negécio

(Centro Universitario

7 de Setembro)

From System to Assemblage:
The Network State and the
Relationist Turn in State Theories
Aydin Atilgan

(University of Kyrenia)

Comment
Alfons Bora
(University of Bielefeld)

12:00-13:30 Lunch
Mensa Domshof
(Sixth Floor)

13:30-15:30  Session I
Sovereignty and the
Centre-Periphery Divide

The Fragmented State
Edvaldo Moita
(University of Brasilia)

15:30-16:00

16:00-18:00

19:15

22 May 2026: Meeting

From the lllusion of (Heterarchic) 10:00-13:00
Networking Governance

to the Reality of (Hierarchic)

Over-Sovereignty in the

World Society

Marcelo Neves

(University of Brasilia)

Comment
Karl-Heinz Ladeur
(University of Hamburg)

Coffee
Centre of European Law and Politics
(Third Floor)

Session Il
Democracy and Human Rights

Under-Democracy and Populism:
Reconfiguring the Democratic State
from Within

Daniel Rocha Chaves

(Faculdade Luciano Feijéo)

National Human Rights Institutions
and the Evolving Architecture of
Global Justice

Carina Calabria

(Federal University of Pernambuco)

Comment
Lars Viellechner
(University of Bremen)

Dinner
Ratskeller
(Am Markt)

Session IV:
Perspectives

Publication

Outlook



