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Universität Bremen Winter Semester 2025/26 
FB 8 
Institut für Politikwissenschaft 
Peter Mayer 
phone: (0421) 218-67483 
email: prmayer@uni-bremen.de 
office hours: Wed 14.00-15.00 hrs. (UNICOM 7.2180) and by appointment 
 
 
 
 BA Political Science Pol-M10 
 
 Seminar: Climate Ethics: Normative Perspectives on Global Warming  
 

Tue 10-12, UNICOM 3.0210 Seminar Room 2 
 
 
Goals 
 
Climate change and the policies adopted in response to it raise many normative questions. Cli-
mate ethics attempts to give answers to these questions. The text-centered seminar provides an 
introduction to this (unsurprisingly) comparatively novel sub-field of applied ethics by way of 
a close reading of some of the most widely discussed contributions (articles and book chapters).  
 
Schedule 
 
Session Date Topic 

1 10/14/25 Introduction 

2 10/21/25 Causes and Consequences of Climate Change 

3 10/18/25 The Global Climate Regime 

4 11/4/25 Theories of Ethics 

5 11/11/25 The Moral Challenge of Climate Change 

6 11/18/25 Climate Change, Population, and Hard Choices 

7 11/25/25 Climate Change and Individual Duties 

8 12/2/25 Climate Change and Human Rights 

9 12/9/25 Climate Justice: A Proposal 

10 12/16/25 Less Injustice for Climate Refugees 

11 6/1/26 Emissions Trading: Misguided or Indispensable? 

12 13/1/26 The Ethics of Geoengineering 

13 20/1/26 Climate Change, Poverty, and Hope 

14 27/1/26 Conclusion 
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Requirements 
 
All participants are expected to read and think through the assigned texts in preparation of the 
sessions. Participation without reading will not be beneficial. 

• 6 CP (Pol-M10: TP 1, GS, Erasmus): term paper (15-20 pp.) or oral exam (30 min.) 
• 3 CP (Pol-M10: TP 2, GS, Erasmus): presentation (15-20 min.) with written elaboration 

(5 pp.) or short term paper (8-10 pp.) 
Students who wish to obtain 6 CP in this seminar can claim a 5-page “rebate” for the term paper 
by volunteering for an oral presentation (without written elaboration). (N.B.: This is merely an 
option. A term paper of just 10 pages is fine in this case, but so is a longer one closer to or within 
the normal range of 15 to 20 pages.) 
 
Note that the page numbers given above assume that the papers are formatted according to the 
rules laid down in the Institute of Political Science’s (IPW) Kompendium/Study Guide (sec. IV 
4.1).1 The expected page ranges include the bibliography (references) and exclude the cover 
sheet, the table of contents, and annexes (if applicable).  
 
The Kompendium/Study Guide also describes the citation rules that students are expected to 
comply with in their seminar papers (see sec. III 5. and 6. of the Kompendium or sec. III 2. and 
4. of the Study Guide). 
 
Students are required to obtain my consent to their topic before they start writing. In other 
words, I may reject or downgrade a paper the topic of which I had not previously endorsed. 
 
Papers (including elaborations of presentations) may be in English or German and must be 
submitted via email by 31 March 2026. Likewise, oral exams may be taken in English or German. 
This said, students who intend to use the seminar as a proof of proficiency in English (as required 
by § 3, sec. 6 of the BA examination policy [Prüfungsordnung]), must hand in their papers, or 
take the oral exam, in English. 
 
For more about seminar requirements see the “Additional Information” section on the Stud.IP 
course site. 
 
General Literature 
 
Introductions, Overviews, Handbooks, Anthologies, Monographs 
 
Arnold, Denis G. (ed.) (2011): The Ethics of Global Climate Change. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Bourban, Michel (2023): Climate Ethics. In: Wallenhorst, Nathanaël/Wulf, Christoph (eds.): 
Handbook of the Anthropocene: Humans between Heritage and Future. Cham: Springer Inter-
national Publishing, 551-556. 
 
Brennan, Andrew/Lo, Yeuk-Sze (2024): Environmental Ethics. In: Zalta, Edward N./Nodel-
man, Uri (eds.): The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Summer 2024 Edition). 
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2024/entries/ethics-environmental/   

 
1 The Study Guide is an abridged (and less frequently updated) English version of the Kompendium. The twin 
documents are available here. 

https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2024/entries/ethics-environmental/
https://www.uni-bremen.de/ipw/service/studieninfos-vorlagen-formulare
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Caney, Simon (2021): Climate Justice. In: Zalta, Edward N. (ed.), The Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy (Winter 2021 Edition). https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2021/entries/ 
justice-climate/ 
 
Gardiner, Stephen M. (2013): Climate Change. In: LaFollette, Hugh (ed.): International Ency-
clopedia of Ethics. Chichester: Wiley. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781444367072.wbiee355  
 
Gardiner, Stephen M./Caney, Simon/Jamieson, Dale/Shue, Henry (eds.) (2010): Climate Eth-
ics: Essential Readings. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Gardiner, Stephen M./Thompson, Allen (eds.) (2017): The Oxford Handbook of Environmental 
Ethics. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Heyward, Clare/Roser, Dominic (eds.) (2016): Climate Justice in a Non-ideal World. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 
 
Jamieson, Dale (2009): Ethics and the Environment: An Introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Moellendorf, Darrel (2015): Climate Change Justice. In: Philosophy Compass, 10 (3), 173-186. 
 
Roser, Dominic/Seidel, Christian (2017): Climate Justice: An Introduction. London: Routledge, 
Taylor & Francis Group. (German original: Roser, Dominic/Seidel, Christian (2015): Ethik des 
Klimawandels: Eine Einführung. 2nd ed. Darmstadt: WBG.) 
 
For a select bibliography of climate ethics see the Stud.IP course site (Dateien/Files > Further 
Reading). 
 
Ethics: General and International 
 
Copp, David (ed.) (2007): The Oxford Handbook of Ethical Theory. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press.  
 
Darwall, Stephen L. (1998): Philosophical Ethics. Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press.  
 
Darwall, Stephen L. (2003): Theories of Ethics. In: Frey, Raymond Gillespie/Wellman, Chris-
topher Heath (eds.): A Companion to Applied Ethics. Malden, Mass: Blackwell, 17-37. 
 
Frankena, William K. (1973): Ethics. 2nd edn. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall.  
 
Hutchings, Kimberly (2010): Global Ethics: An Introduction. Cambridge: Polity. 
 
Nardin, Terry/Mapel, David R. (eds.) (1992): Traditions of International Ethics. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 
 
Shapcott, Richard (2010): International Ethics: A Critical Introduction. Cambridge: Polity. 
 

https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2021/entries/justice-climate/
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2021/entries/justice-climate/
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781444367072.wbiee355
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Shapcott, Richard (2017): International Ethics. In: Baylis, John/Smith, Steve/Owens, Patricia 
(eds.): The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations. 7th edn. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 204-218. 
 
Singer, Peter (ed.) (1993): A Companion to Ethics. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Internet Sources 
 
Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs (http://www.carnegiecouncil.org) 
 
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (http://www.iep.utm.edu) 
 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (http://plato.stanford.edu) 
 
Required Reading 
 
14 October 2025 
 
1 – Introduction  
 
Recommended Reading: 
 
Moellendorf, Darrel (2015): Climate Change Justice. In: Philosophy Compass, 10 (3), 173-186. 
 
21 October 2025 
 
2 – Causes and Consequences of Climate Change 
 
Houghton, John (2015): Global Warming: The Complete Briefing. 5th ed. Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, chs. 1, 2 & 7.     
 
28 October 2025 
 
3 – The Global Climate Regime 
 
Bodansky, Daniel/Rajamani, Lavanya (2018): The Evolution and Governance Structure of the 
United Nations Climate Change Regime. In: Luterbacher, Urs/Sprinz, Detlef F. (eds.): Global 
Climate Policy: Actors, Concepts, and Enduring Challenges. Cambridge, Mass.: The MIT 
Press, 13-66. 
  
4 November 2025 
 
4 – Theories of Ethics  
 
Frankena, William K. (1973): Ethics. 2nd ed. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, ch. 1. 
 
Hutchings, Kimberly (2010): Global Ethics: An Introduction. Cambridge: Polity, ch. 2. 
 

http://www.carnegiecouncil.org/
http://www.iep.utm.edu/
http://plato.stanford.edu/
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11 November 2025 
 
5 – The Moral Challenge of Climate Change 
 
Gardiner, Stephen M. (2006): A Perfect Moral Storm: Climate Change, Intergenerational Ethics 
and the Problem of Moral Corruption. In: Environmental Values, 15 (3), 397-413.   
 
18 November 2025 
 
6 – Climate Change, Population, and Hard Choices 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Cripps, Elizabeth (2015): Climate Change, Population, and Justice: Hard Choices to Avoid Tragic 
Choices. In: Global Justice: Theory Practice Rhetoric, 8 (2), 1-22. 
 
25 November 2025 
 
7 – Climate Change and Individual Duties 
 
Sinnott-Armstrong, Walter (2010): It's Not My Fault: Global Warming and Individual Moral Ob-
ligations. In: Gardiner, Stephen M./Caney, Simon/Jamieson, Dale/Shue, Henry (eds.): Climate 
Ethics: Essential Readings. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 332-346.    
 
2 December 2025 
 
8 – Climate Change and Human Rights 
 
Caney, Simon (2010): Climate Change, Human Rights and Moral Thresholds. In: Gardiner, Ste-
phen/Caney, Simon/Jamieson, Dale/Shue, Henry (eds.): Climate Ethics: Essential Readings. Ox-
ford: Oxford University Press, 163-177. 
 
9 December 2025 
 
9 – Climate Justice: A Proposal 
 
Singer, Peter (2011): Practical Ethics. 3rd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, ch. 9. 
 
16 December 2025 
 
10 – Less Injustice for Climate Refugees 
 
Heyward, Clare/Ödalen, Jörgen (2016): A Free Movement Passport for the Territorially Dispos-
sessed. In: Heyward, Clare/Roser, Dominic (eds.): Climate Justice in a Non-Ideal World. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 208-226.   
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6 January 2026 
 
11 – Emissions Trading: Misguided or Indispensable? 
 
Caney, Simon/Hepburn, Cameron (2011): Carbon Trading: Unethical, Unjust and Ineffective? 
In: Royal Institute of Philosophy Supplements, 69, 201-234. 
 
13 January 2026 
 
12 – The Ethics of Geoengineering 
 
Gardiner, Stephen M. (2010): Is “Arming the Future” with Geoengineering Really the Lesser 
Evil? In: Gardiner, Stephen M./Caney, Simon/Jamieson, Dale/Shue, Henry (eds.): Climate Eth-
ics: Essential Readings. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 284-312. 
 
20 January 2026 
 
13 – Climate Change, Poverty, and Hope 
 
Moellendorf, Darrel (2022): Mobilizing Hope: Climate Change and Global Poverty. Oxford: Ox-
ford University Press, ch. 1. 
 
27 January 2026 
 
14 – Conclusion 
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