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In tandem with the advent of the smart phone some thirteen years ago, news consumption habits have 
changed markedly in many countries around the globe. While mass media (and especially television) 
still dominate as a source of current information in many markets, interaction with online news – reading 
but also sharing and commenting on social media – is on the rise, and with it the relevance of sources 
that are outside traditional definitions of journalism, for example by relying on foreign state-sponsorship 
as a source of income or by undercutting journalistic norms of factual accuracy and impartiality. Such 
online alternative news media are often associated with political polarization, misinformation and the 
proliferation of hate speech, while, in their own view, they articulate uncomfortable truths suppressed by 
the mainstream media and political elites. Among such supposedly marginalized perspectives are 
extreme right-wing (and to a lesser degree) left-wing political views, as well as rumors, conspiracy 
theories, clickbait and other content that takes on the guise of journalism, but differs from traditional 
journals is marked ways. 
The class will be broadly divided into four segments:  

(a) establishing a definition of alternative media that manages to go beyond purely normative 
considerations based on the current theoretical literature in journalism research, 

(b) drawing up a picture of online news engagement based on current polling and usage data, 
(c) describing the relevance and role of alternative media in the online news ecosystem and  
(d) developing research design in the study of alternative media. 

The first three blocks will include in-class group-based research sessions as well as lecture-style 
sessions. The objective is to provide the students with thematic introductions to some of the current 
debates in research on news consumption and online journalism so that they get ideas and inspiration – 
as well as sufficient background understanding – of possible topics they could explore in the rest of the 
seminar. Topics addressed include social media engagement with news (commenting, sharing, liking), 
the role of algorithms for the selection of media content, clickbaiting, disinformation and the business 
models of alternative news outlets. The fourth block is focused on research design. Students will be 
introduced to the research process and to diverse data collection and methodological approaches that 
they can deploy in their project. Most importantly, they will get the opportunity to discuss and present 
their project ideas and receive feedback, as well as set up their research plan in collaboration with their 
instructor.  
 
 
Literatur: 
Literature: 
 
(to be announced in the first session) 
 


