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Where are media heading? What will future journalism look like? To what extent will communication be
automated by bots? What are the emerging media technologies of the future? How disruptive are they—
how are they changing culture and society? Questions like these are not only being addressed by media
companies and media professionals; users are also asking them again and again. In this research
seminar, we will look at how such “media futures” are emerging in the present. We will explore how certain
notions of “media futures” influence today’s technological and social developments. Empirically, this
research can involve pioneer communities, pioneer journalism, startups, tech-oriented movements, but
also discourses in the media (how the media themselves report on current and future developments).
Specifically, we will look at the actors and discourses that are driving current media and communication
change. In doing so, we are also very much concerned with a normative discussion of the question of how
media should be designed to promote a sustainable society oriented towards the common good.

In the first part of the seminar, we will explore the research field together. Part of this will be a 2-day visit
to re:publica (June 5-7, 2023), where we will look at the latest developments and conduct exploratory
interviews with pioneers. On this basis, we will then develop student research projects in groups of 2-4
persons. The data collection for these projects will take place during the lecture-free period in the
summer. In the second part of the research seminar during the winter semester we will analyze the data
and present the results in a research report.
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