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Conspiracy Theories and the Internet 

 
 

Beschreibung:  
Description: 
 
Conspiracy theories such as QAnon are frequently deployed through social media by fringe political 
actors that aim to undermine political institutions and boost their own claims to legitimacy. Examples on 
the right include individual politicians, parties and movements (Engesser et al., 2017; Gerbaudo, 2018; 
Puschmann et al., 2020). Conspiracy theories relating to controversial political issues in particular 
appear to activate supporters of both right-wing and left-wing causes by tapping into strong emotions, 
such as alienation, fear and resentment (Hameleers, 2021). Indeed, conspiracy theories serve as a 
common denominator to ideologically disparate populist strands (Bergmann and Butter, 2020). 
 
This course will explore the intersection of conspiracy theories, right-wing populism and the internet to 
explore their political implications. Starting with a definition of conspiracy theories we will study 
conspiracy theories and their spread on social media in the context of political turbulence and increasing 
polarization. A key aim of the class will be to systematize the psychological, social and technological 
factors instrumental in enabling the spread of conspiracy theories. 
 
Students are expected to be broadly politically interested, knowledgeable regarding (Western) 
contemporary politics in the U.S. and Europe and accustomed to reading English-language research 
literature. A reader will be digitally provided at the start of the course. 
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