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Description: 
 
This course provides a comprehensive introduction to content analysis methodologies for examining 
media texts and digital communication. Students will develop expertise in both quantitative and qualitative 
approaches to systematically analyze various forms of media content in today's complex information 
environment. 
 
The course begins with theoretical foundations of content analysis, exploring its epistemological 
underpinnings and evolution as a research method. Students will examine how content analysis intersects 
with other methodological traditions, including discourse analysis, semiotics, and computational 
approaches. Particular emphasis will be on providing hands-on experience with research design principles 
specific to content analysis, including sampling strategies, codebook development, intercoder reliability 
assessment, and analytical framework construction. Statistical techniques for analyzing large-scale 
content data will be paired with nuanced qualitative approaches for interpreting textual meaning. Special 
attention will be given to contemporary digital research challenges including multimodal content analysis, 
algorithmic content generation, and ethical considerations in digital data collection. Students will explore 
how computational tools, including automated content analysis software and basic programming for text 
mining, can enhance traditional analytical approaches. The course culminates in a research project where 
students will independently design and execute a content analysis study addressing a significant question 
in media and communication research. 
 
By the end of this course, students will possess the methodological expertise to critically evaluate media 
content across platforms, apply analytical frameworks to complex communication phenomena, and 
empirically contribute to our understanding of modern media ecosystems. 
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