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Beschreibung:
Description:

Digital media and mobile communication have a profound impact on virtually all aspects of society, from
politics to culture and interpersonal relationships to the economy. Traditionally, media and communication
scholar study specific aspects of society — journalism, political communication or media effects — through
guantitative and qualitative methods that the social sciences have relied on for decades. Yet the vast
amount of data generated by connected digital devices makes it appealing to complement these
approaches with digital techniques.

This class will focus on strengthening students’ knowledge social science methodology and
complementing it with digital methods borrowed from other fields. It provides a comprehensive introduction
to the foundational principles and practices of empirical research. Students will begin by exploring the core
fundamentals of the scientific approach, learning how to connect theory with concrete research designs.
The course unpacks the critical components of research design, distinguishing between qualitative and
guantitative methodologies and their respective aims—from exploring phenomena in-depth to establishing
causal relationships. A significant portion of the course is dedicated to the practical steps of conducting
research. This includes strategies for identifying a scientifically relevant research topic, formulating a
precise research question, and conducting a thorough literature review. Students will learn to
operationalize variables and conduct theoretically informed sampling, from random sampling for
generalizability to theory-based sampling for in-depth insights. Key concepts such as validity, reliability,
and reproducibility will be examined in detail, ensuring students can critically assess and produce robust
scientific work. The curriculum also addresses potential pitfalls in the research process, such as sampling
biases and measurement errors, equipping students with the knowledge to navigate these challenges. By
the end of the course, students will have a solid understanding of the entire research workflow, from initial
conception to the interpretation of results.

A non-graded standardized diagnostic test will be administered at the end of the semester to assess
your expertise in both traditional social science and digital methods. In addition, a short written
homework must me turned in to complete the class.
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