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Beschreibung:
Description:

This two-semester research seminar offers Master's students a unique opportunity to develop advanced
methodological skills while contributing to our understanding of climate change communication
challenges. The course combines theoretical exploration with hands-on research experience, guiding
students through the entire research process from conceptualization to presenting empirical results in a
research paper.

In the first semester, students will examine the evolving landscape of climate change communication,
analyzing theoretical frameworks that explain public engagement, media representation, and policy
discourse around environmental issues. We will explore how climate narratives are constructed, amplified,
and contested across traditional and digital media ecosystems. Guest talks from climate communication
researchers will provide diverse perspectives on effective research approaches. The seminar then
transitions from theoretical foundations to research development, with students forming small research
teams based on shared interests. Each team will identify a significant climate communication problem,
develop research questions, and identify a suitable methodological approach. The instructor will provide
individualized guidance as teams refine their research proposals. In the second semester we then focus
entirely on research execution and analysis. Teams will implement their research designs, collecting and
analyzing data using their chosen methodological approaches—whether content analysis, surveys,
interviews, experiments, computational methods, or mixed-method designs. Regular workshop sessions
will facilitate peer feedback and methodological troubleshooting.

The seminar culminates with each team first presenting their results and then producing a research report
that reflects key findings. Throughout both semesters, emphasis is placed on developing transferable
research skills, collaborative problem-solving capabilities, and a sophisticated understanding of how
communication research can contribute to addressing climate challenges. Through this approach we aim
to prepare students not only for further academic study but also for research-oriented careers in climate
communication, policy analysis, and strategic communication consulting.

Literatur:
Literature:

Briiggemann, M., Lércher, I., & Walter, S. (2020). Post-normal science communication: Exploring the
blurring boundaries of science and journalism. Journal of Science Communication, 19(3), A02.
https://doi.org/10.22323/2.19030202

Kumpu, V. (2022). What is Public Engagement and How Does it Help to Address Climate Change? A
Review of Climate Communication Research. Environmental Communication, 16(3), 304—-316.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17524032.2022.2055601

Nerlich, B., Koteyko, N., & Brown, B. (2010). Theory and language of climate change communication.
WIREs Climate Change, 1(1), 97-110. https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.2



https://doi.org/10.22323/2.19030202
https://doi.org/10.1080/17524032.2022.2055601
https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.2

Schafer, M. S., & Painter, J. (2021). Climate journalism in a changing media ecosystem: Assessing the
production of climate change-related news around the world. WIREs Climate Change, 12(1),
€675. https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.675



https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.675

