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“From the first pandemic of the datafied society”
Abstract:
Since it made its first appearance in mainland China at the end of 2019, the
COVID-19 virus has rapidly spread across continents. It is the first global health
emergency to intersect the datafied society—a techno-social order modelled on
the systematic data collection and analysis about people and processes. This talk
starts interrogating this novel hybrid terrain, exploring the main challenges it brings
about and reflecting on how they may affect liberal democracies in particular. It
identifies a number of risks associated with the datafied society that the pandemic
has forcefully brought under the spotlight, such as the surge of unquestioning
positivism and the normalization of surveillance. It asks what consequences these
developments might have on political agency in particular. Finally, it exposes the novel forms of divide(s) the
pandemic is making apparent, including invisibilized populations and emerging data divides.
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