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Abstract:
Does digital media use mobilize people into becoming more politically active – or
does it reinforce the activism of people who are already politically active? In this
seminar I present findings from a new meta-analysis of repeated-wave panel data
studies that answers this important question (co-authored with Shelley Boulianne in
Public Opinion Quarterly). The findings, based on 38 survey-based, repeated-wave
panel studies provide new insight into the classic mobilization versus reinforcement
debate: contrary to common assumption, the findings support a reinforcement effect,
whereby those who are already politically active are motivated to use digital media.
In the context of my broader research agenda on the relationship between political
participation and policy outcomes, I conclude by discussing preliminary findings from
a next-step meta-analysis that investigates political efficacy in relation to online and
offline political participation.
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