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Abstract:

One of the opportunities arguably provided by social media is the acceleration of Europeanization of the
digital public discourse, itself a crucial ingredient for the development of a more integrated European-
level political body. This paper probes for the existence of a Europeanized public discourse on Twitter
on the issue of migration. It does so by collecting data over the period 2014-2019, in nine different
languages, and by charting the connections and the content of Twitter-based communication using a
triangulation of methods: network mapping, qualitative coding, and statistical modeling. In doing so we
propose a new operationalization of Europeanization of discourse, one that uses language dynamics to
illustrate transnational flows of information.

We want to find out whether the migration discourse is Europeanized, and if so, what are the
mechanisms and actors by which this process takes place. Our conclusions are that 1) there is a
Europeanized discourse on migration on Twitter; 2) the process is driven through uploading and
downloading of messages; and 3) the most active actors in the process display views critical to
migration. In addition, we discover a clear polarization of allegiances with those opposed to migration
creating a strongly bonded cluster, clearly separated from those either supportive or neutral in the
matter.
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