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BEFORE TAKING AND USING ANY
BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL (AND/OR

ASSOCIATED TRADITIONAL
KNOWLEDGE) FOR RESEARCH (AND/OR

DEVELOPMENT) YOU MUST OBTAIN
PERMISSION FROM THE COUNTRY OF

ORIGIN OF THE MATERIAL

NAGOYA PROTOCOL & ABS COMPLIANCE PROCESS
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COUNTRY OF ORIGIN (NFP)

KEEP RATIONALE
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NO FURTHER

ACTION REQUIRED

2. NO REGULATION

3. "WAIVER“

USER: RE-SEND

INQUIRY

5. REGULATION IN
PLACE?

further information: 
https://www.uni-bremen.de/forschung/foerderangebote-service/das-nagoya-protokoll-und-access-and-benefit-sharing-abs

NEGOTIATING YOUR PERMIT(S)
SUPPORT BY
NAGOYA OFFICE

but…

IF THIRD PARTY FUNDED: THE

NAGOYA OFFICE WILL

PREPARE A DUE DILIGENCE

DECLARATION WITH YOU!

SUPPORT BY
NAGOYA OFFICE

Nagoya Protocol & ABS 
Compliance Office

SUPPORTS RESEARCHERS IN
COMPLYING WITH THEIR ABS AND DUE

DILIGENCE OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE
NAGOYA PROTOCOL, THE EU ABS 
REGULATION AND NATIONAL ABS 

LAWS

NOKEEP RATIONALE

WHY NOT (II)

RESPONSE OF

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN (NFP)

ACCESS + UTILIZATION
(ONLY AFTER YOU GOT YOUR PERMITS!)

4. NO RESPONSE AT

ALL? DETERMINE

STEPS WITH

NAGOYA OFFICE!
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KEEP DOCUMENTATION

FOR 20 YEARS AND SEND
DOCUMENTATION TO

NAGOYA OFFICE!

THIS PROCESS STARTS AS SOON AS YOU KNOW THAT YOU WANT TO ACCESS BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL AND WHERE EXACTLY:



For more information about the Nagoya Protocol & ABS Compliance Process at the University of

Bremen please read the description of the steps to follow below.

The Compliance Process for research projects of the University of Bremen falling within the scope of Access

and Benefit-Sharing (ABS) in the Country of Origin, the Nagoya Protocol (NP) and/or the EU ABS Regulation starts as

soon as you know that you want to access biological material and where exactly:

To determine whether a research project falls within the scope of ABS, the Nagoya Protocol, and/or the EU ABS

Regulation, the user should first contact the Nagoya Protocol & ABS Compliance Office to exchange information and

discuss the case (project, country, material, analyses, and partners). There are two aspects to assess:

1 Check whether your research project falls within scope of the EU ABS Regulation. The Nagoya Protocol & ABS

Compliance Office can support you in this assessment. If the project is not within scope, document and retain the

rationale for 20 years.

2. Check whether your research project falls within scope of the legislation in the Country of Origin of the biological

material. Information on the applicable laws and regulations can be obtained from the Country of Origin’s National

Focal Point (NFP). Contact details are available on the ABS-CH website: https://absch.cbd.int/en/. The Nagoya

Protocol & ABS Compliance Office can support you in this assessment.

The Nagoya Protocol & ABS Compliance Office will assist you with drafts and information on the country, problems

and alternative contacts.

There are several outcomes regarding a response from the NFP of the Country of Origin:

1. No response: Please follow up with the NFP on a monthly basis. If you have not received a response for three

months, please inform the Nagoya Protocol & ABS Compliance Office, who will try to explore other means of

contacting the authorities of the Country of Origin.

2. Information that there are no regulations: Please document that you have no obligations and retain the supporting

rationale for 20 years. Please save the relevant email as a PDF and submit it to the Nagoya Protocol & ABS

Compliance Office, if you have not already done so.

3. A "waiver": If the authorities of the Country of Origin have confirmed that your research may be conducted without

further permission, please ensure that this is properly documented. Please save the relevant email as a PDF and

submit it to the Nagoya Protocol & ABS Compliance Office. The documentation must be retained for 20 years.

4. No response at all: Please determine your next steps with the Nagoya Protocol & ABS Compliance Office. The

Nagoya Protocol & ABS Compliance Office will discuss your case with the Legal Office of the University or the

Federal Agency for Nature Conservation.

5. Information that there are regulations in place: The process of obtaining the necessary permits must be initiated.

The Nagoya Protocol & ABS Compliance Office will help you obtain these documents (PIC/MAT/MTA/IRCC).

Once all permits have been granted, you may access the biological material in/of the Country of Origin and begin

utilization (laboratory analysis).

→Access and Utilization are only allowed after you obtained your permits!

→Remember that you are only allowed to perform the research permitted on the permit, and that only those

(users/researchers/institutions) named in the permits are allowed to use the material!

→Don’t forget to comply with all the terms and conditions of the permit, even after your utilization ends!

→Documentation will be required for 20 years, and you will need to keep all of your permits, even if your research

project is not covered by the EU ABS Regulation and/or there is no regulation in the Country of Origin!

→ If your project is third-party funded, you must submit a Due Diligence Declaration (DDD) according to the EU ABS

Regulation. Please contact the Nagoya Protocol & ABS Compliance Office (nagoya@vw.uni-bremen.de) which has

access to the European DECLARE portal. They will send you a form to fill in your information. Please return the

completed form to them so that they can submit your DDD via the University of Bremen DECLARE account.

→Don't forget to share all ABS-relevant documentation with the Nagoya Protocol & ABS Compliance Office!

→ If you want to pass on the material at some point, you must also redistribute all associated documentation and

establish an Material Transfer Agreement (MTA) first.

NAGOYA PROTOCOL & ABS COMPLIANCE PROCESS
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