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YUFE Community Volunteering

e Students can contribute to volunteering initiatives
within the YUFE cities and regions

* Organized in collaboration with different partner
organizations (NGOs, municipalities etc.)

* Different beneficiaries like children and
adolescents, the elderly, immigrants etc.

Volunteering

2 University
of Cyprus



Young Universities
forthe Euture °f Europe

YUFE Community Volunteering UCY

THE UNIVERSITY OF CYPRUS AND CARITAS CYPRUS

* Cooperation started in 2021 during Covid

CARITAS CYPRUS

Ending Poverty. Promoting Justice. Restoring Dignity:




A

y

Young Universities
forthe Euture °' Europe

Who is Caritas Cyprus

Local NGO

Its mission is to work for a better world for those
living in poverty, the oppressed, and the
vulnerable. Inspired by Christian values, Caritas
works with all who are marginalized, regardless
of race or religion.

Since registering as a charitable association in
1986, Caritas Cyprus has responded to
humanitarian needs on the island with the aim of
providing compassionate care and support to the

vulnerable.
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Volunteering

Caritas Cyprus current and
completed projects
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CARITAS CENTER FAMILIES AT RISK HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE POINT
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Volunteering

Caritas Cyprus current and

completed projects
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» N/ HUMAN THE INVISIBLE
TRAFFICKING CHAIN

Coalesce, completed in Nov. 2022, is a two-
year AMIF funded project with the main goal
to provide women-focused, psycho-social,

legal, and economic support to migrant
women victims of trafficking for sexual
exploitation, and to develop synergies among
relevant practitioners and bodies.

project partners
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LANGUAGE LESSONS AND TRAINING ANTI-TRAFFICKING COALITION RESEARCH AND ADVOCACY
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Caritas Cyprus current and
completed projects

Volunteering
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ICT ENABLED PUBLIC SERVICES FOR MIGRATION
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GREEK FOR NEWCOMERS MIICT SHELTER FOR WOMEN
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Volunteering

Caritas Cyprus current and
completed projects
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Supporting Migrant
: Women Victims of

Trafficking for 18.10.2022
Sexual Exploitation 15-17.30 CET

in Europe (
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* EXPERT PRESENTATIONS

* TRAUMA INFORMED APPROACH

* GESIM METHODOLOGY OF VICTIM-SUPPORT
* SURVIVOR TESTIMONIES

* POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
* DISCUSSION

CARITAS CARES! ESSENTIAL SERVICES COALESCE
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YUFE Community Volunteering activities
developed between UCY and Caritas Cyprus

* The first activities were developed in 2021 during
Covid

e We started with two activities one online one
onsite

* We continued with 3 activities per academic year

e Forthe 2024-2025 we have three activities

Activities mainly targeted to local students

Volunteering
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YUFE Community Volunteering UCY

YUFE Volunteering with UCY: Migrant Services

Within the framework of this activity, selected students, as part of the
volunteering team, provide support and assistance to vulnerable people
including the migrants, asylum seekers and refugees who come to Caritas
Cyprus (CCy) for assistance.

Volunteers work primarily at the Caritas Centre or STOA Humanitarian
Point located in Nicosia, where CCy seeks to create a free and safe space
for migrants to access information, humanitarian aid and support; to learn
skills and gain familiarity with their new surroundings; and to socialize.

Volunteering
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YUFE Community Volunteering UCY

YUFE Volunteering with UCY:: Survival English through Conversation

To help address the need of migrants and refugees living in Nicosia for
basic communication in English, this YUFE Volunteering activity engages
students to offer English "for everyday use “Survival English” classes to
interested individuals.

Participating students use informal English discussions to improve the
language skills of migrants through conversations and games on
interesting topics related to Europe, their respective countries of origin,
etc and on practical matters, such as how to take telephone calls, make
appointments, tell time, shop access services, etc.
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YUFE Community Volunteering UCY

Volunteering with UCY: Greek-Language Awareness—Greek for
Newcomers to Cyprus

To help address the need of migrants and refugees living in Nicosia for
basic recognition of Greek language cues and communication, this YUFE
Volunteering activity engages students to offer guided discussions of

Greek language to these people, based on a curriculum developed for this
purpose.

Participating students use these sessions to improve the language skills of
migrants through informal conversations.
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YUFE Volunteering Activities UCY

Main Obstacles and Problems _

* Limited student interest to participate

* Something very new for the citizens

e Limited time and flexibility the students
actually have in their schedules for volunteering

Voluntering
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Solutions b
* Design and launch campaign to attract the
students.
There is a great need to promote volunteerism
among the Cypriot public, and especially among
the very young. For non-profit organizations, the
help of volunteers is invaluable in carrying out
iImportant activities.
* Inform the citizens better with the help of the o0

Municipality -
* Inform academic departments to be more Voluntering

flexible (by rescheduling meetings or lab times,
for example)
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It is very important for societies to stay connected with the

universities

10 YUFE Universities, 150.000 students, 25.000 faculty and
staff members and 10 million citizens living in the 10 YUFE
cities

Develop global citizens

e Support European identity
e Support social integration
* Fight xenophobia

Fight radicalization
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Recognltlon of the engagement of students
Students involved in the YUFE Civic Engagement
Activities earn the YUFE Civic Star (attend training,
track progress, complete certain hours in the

activities)
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Thank you

Emma Zeniou, zeniou.emma@ucy.ac.cy
Elizabeth Kassinis, elizabeth@caritascyprus.org
Marco Frassine, marco@-caritascyprus.org
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