
LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND: 
An awareness-raising initiative targeting students of 
seven Spanish Universities 



“Leaving no one behind" is an ongoing 

project funded by the Spanish Agency for 

International Development (AECID) and carried 

out by the UNHCR Spanish Committee. 

Our goal: we want to encourage activism and 

participation among university students and 

university staff around forced displacement, 

inclusion and refugees’ rights.



• The university: It is a key space for 

promoting an inclusive environment and 

stopping hate speech.

• We want to align our objectives with the 

University's goals within the 2030 Agenda 

framework

• We want to contribute to re-thinking the role 

of the University: not only a space for 

academic learning but also a space of social 

action and critical thinking  (Comprehensive 

training) 

Why do we focus on

university communities?



The project in a glance: 

• A project running since 2018 

• 7 universities all over Spain.

• Online and offline awareness activities: workshops, 

trainings, exhibitions, conferences, webinars, volunteering

activities.

• More than 6.000 students and 300 lecturers, professors

/administrative staff participating
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Workshops on
activism and 
campaigning
designed for the
university students

(peer-to-peer 
approach)
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LET’S CHAT: a 
volunteer program
connecting
refugees and 
university students
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Refugees rights
and inclusion
training program
for lecturers and 
administrative
staff.



AWARENESS 

We emphasize the importance of

creating new narratives on the topic of

refuge. 

¿What is your refuge? A new 

campaign to transform the discourse

on refuge and fight against the

narrative of invasion and other false 

myths.



ACTIVISM: 

Online and offline workshop to train

students in campaigning. 

We provide the methodology and 

the financial support to our

participants therefore, they can 

develop their own campaigns.



Let’s Chat is an English conversation 

program that seeks to connect university 

students and refugees living in different 

parts of the world.

This initiative has the creation of small 

guided conversation groups that meet and 

talk online.

Volunteering



Goal: Involve lecturers and 
administrative staff in making 
the University a more inclusive 
space and encourage greater 
sensitivity in matters of 
inclusion and prevention of 
xenophobia.

TRAINING PROGRAM 
FOR LECTURERS AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
STAFF



Some lessons learned…

• The importance of generating synergy among different university 

actors in line with the goals of the 2030 Agenda.

• Effectiveness of interactive and dynamic methodologies that look for 

the active participation of university audiences. Traditional formats 

(conferences, frontal talks) achieve less impact.

• The involvement of refugees in all the activities (as trainers/facilitators 

in workshops and exhibitions and as co-designer of awareness 

activities)



…and challenges

• Long-term continuity of the project 

• Increasing xenophobia and racist attitudes in Spanish 
society

• Apathy of the university audience and difficulty in 
motivating participation in social actions
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