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When anthropologist Nils Bubandt talks about how people living near the site of the
mudflow disaster in East Java begin to look for stones believed to have magical power
connected to the mudflow, he throws a critical question about what anthropocene
would look like in a situated moment. When we deal with the anthropocene as a
planetary event, at the same time we also try to make sense of what the
anthropocene means and does for humans and nonhumans in a specific place and
relationship. This talk is a call for bringing the anthropocene closer to the earth,
seeking to understand disaster not as the effect of natural or man-made activities.
Rather, it suggests that human-nonhuman anthropocenic relations produce an
assemblage that is called a disaster. In this sense, disaster is the moment of
extinction, a situated event when relations between human-nonhuman are severed.

In this talk | discuss a “disjointed material itinerary” (drawing on Casper Bruun
Jensen’s concept of the material itinerary) to follow the dispersal of human and
nonhuman material flows in the event of and after eruptions, earthquakes, and other
calamities. Drawing on examples from the Merapi eruptions, | attend to the more-than-
human materialities that flow into and out of disaster assemblages. The
disappearance of cows, the formation of pyroclastic clouds called Mbah Petruk, and
the spread of volcanic lava are material itineraries that demonstrate how, in the event

of a disaster, the anthropocene is closer to the earth.
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