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What is PTE?

Pearson Tests of English (PTE) 
are a suite of computer-based
language tests that provide the 
most unbiased and secure proof 
of a candidate’s English skills for 
university, professional and 
migration applications.



PTE Academic

PTE Academic is one of the most 
widely accepted tests for admissions 
to English-taught study programmes
around the world and gives 
institutions an accurate and reliable 
evaluation of applicants’ ability in 
academic English



What makes PTE Academic unique?
PTE Academic is the world’s first fully computer-based test to utilize AI technology to provide 

unbiased and secure results of a test takers English proficiency skills.

• Single 2-hour test.

• Fast: 95% of results within 

48 hours average.

• Testing 365 days/year.

• Simple online booking, up 

to 24 hours in advance.

• Computer based marking 

ensures impartial, accurate 

marks.

• PTE Academic is the most 

accurate test of academic 

English with the smallest 

Standard Error of 

Measurement (SEM).

• Uses genuine academic 

content and integrated 

tasks testing multiple skills.

• Integrated tasks test more 

than one language 

skill reflecting the

combination of skills

student need.

• Advanced multi-layer

security measures.

• Completely digital 

end-to-end test providing 

greater accuracy and 

security.

• Confidence in results.



PTE test centre network



New Developments



Test timing –
reduced to 2 

hours

Part Content Minutes

Pre-test Technical check &

Personal introduction
Not timed

Part 1 Speaking & Writing 54-67 minutes

Part 2 Reading 29-30 minutes 

Part 3
Listening 30–43 minutes



PTE Academic Online
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PTE Academic Online is a convenient and 

reliable “at home” testing solution, powered 

by OnVue, Pearson Vue’s secure testing 

software. Uses a combination of live 

proctoring and AI security tools. 

To learn more, head to 

pearsonpte.com/pte-academic-online

https://www.pearsonpte.com/pte-academic-online
https://www.pearsonpte.com/pte-academic-online
https://www.pearsonpte.com/pte-academic-online


Americas

UK

99% of 

universities

All UK visas

Chevening 

Scholarships

100% of universities
in Ireland, Sweden, Finland

88% of universities in Norway

Fast growing number of 

universities in other European 

countries

Europe

Top 

universities 
in Singapore, 

Malaysia, Hong 

Kong, Japan

MQA in Malaysia

Asia

100% of 

universities

All visas

Australia Awards Scholarships

New Zealand Aid Scholarships

Australia & 

New Zealand

90% of Canada 

universities

1000+ US
institutions
Including H a rv a rd  
B u s in e s s  S c h o o l and 
Y a le

Fulbright Scholarships

Canada migration visas 

from 2023



Verifying PTE Academic scores

All institutions which recognize 
PTE Academic get an account in 
the PTE Score Report Website

The Score Report Website allows 
admissions teams to search for 
and validate a test taker’s scores 
using their Score Report Code or 
registration ID. 

A test taker’s scores will appear on 
screen. 



Scoring



Scoring

A granular 10-90 points scale on the 
Global Scale of English 

allowing a more precise measurement of ability

Overall

score
4

Communication 
skills

Scores typically available in 2 days

Scores valid for 2 years

Aligned to CEFR, TOEFL iBT and IELTS



Global Scale of 
English (GSE)



Common European Framework
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• mainly focussed on general English with limited 

reference to work and study

• 60%+ of Can Do statements focus on Speaking

• wide levels that take many hours to master – so difficult 
to show regular progress is being made

• difficult for teachers to use in their day-to-day 

teaching and testing



Global Scale of English and CEFR
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LOGIT CEFR

>3.80 Mastery C2

2.80
Operational 
eff.

C1

1.74
Vantage

B2+

0.72 B2

-0.26
Threshold

B1+

-1.23 B1

-2.21
Waystage

A2+

-3.23 A2

-4.29
Breakthroug
h

A1

-5.39 ‘Tourist’
Pre A1



GSE alignment with other scales
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GSE Teacher Toolkit
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pearsonenglish.com/gse - Teacher Toolkit
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I can select the type of learner I am 

teaching:

Learners of General English

Learners of Academic English

Learners of Professional English

Young Learners

I can select the level of my class by 

moving the slider to select a GSE 

range or a CEFR level

I can select the skill I want to teach:

Reading

Writing

Listening

Speaking
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I can use the QR code to scan the 

results to my phone/portable device



Text Analyzer
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Text analysed
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Integrated Skills



PTE Academic summary

•
•
•
•



Integrated skills 
testing

• R e a d  in to  w rite

• R e a d  a n d  s p e a k

• L is te n  a n d  s p e a k

• L is te n  a n d  w rite

• C o m b in in g  th e  4  s k il ls  in  
m e a n in g fu l 
c o m m u n ic a tio n

• A u th e n tic  c o n te x ts
• R e a l tim e  p ro d u c tio n  o f 

la n g u a g e
• A s s e s s m e n t a t tra it le v e l
• B a s e d  o n  th e  C E F R



01-RR-SAMC 02-RR-MAMC 04-RR-DRDR 05-RR-GAPS 06-LR-HILI 07-SR-READ
08-RW-
SUMM

09-LL-SAMC 10-LL-MAMC

12-LR-HOTS 13-LW-GAPS 14-LW-DICT 15-LW-SUMM 16-LS-REPT 17-WW-ESSA 18-RW-GAPS 19-SS-DESC 20-LS-PRES 21-LS-SAQS

11-LL-GAPS

Single Skill Type Integrated Skill Type

Listening

Communicative Skills - integrated

Reading Speaking Writing



Re-tell lecture

•

•

•

•



Retell Lecture Scoring
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Summarize written text 

•

•

•

•



Summarize Written Text Scoring
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Score points comparison
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What are the benefits?
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• Focussed language learning and assessment

• More realistic tasks – how language is really used

• Authentic – close to what students will hear and use in the wider language 
community

• Contextualised – the use of language is more meaningful; so more 
memorable

• More testing points means greater reliability
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Head to pearsonpte.com to learn more 

Follow us on our socials for the latest updates and tips!

@PearsonEnglish @PearsonEnglish



Thank 
you! Any Questions?


